Key Stage I

Ghastly Gargoyles Site Visit
Be sure to point out gargoyles, do wall rubbings
Mark out the church with the children.
The main part of the church would have originally extended in a north east direction from the church
tower and a string course marking the gabled roof of the nave is visible on the north east side of the
tower. The footprint of the church is not clear on the ground which is uneven and slopes from the
south east and north west sides of the churchyard. However its foundations will survive buried
beneath the ground surface, together with the remains of graves and other features which originally
lay within the church.

Ghastly Gargoyles – History, Art
A look at gargoyles, their use, their importance and how stone masons either immortalised their own
faces or made fun of important community figure by making caricatures of them in the gargoyles
faces. The children will then draw or use clay to create their own gargoyles based on their own or
someone else’s face.

Session Plan
• Use the power point to look at different types of gargoyles, encourage discussion with the
children about the gargolyes.
• Be mindful that some children may not like the look of the them, so be sure to show the friendly
ones too.
• Talk about why gargoyles were created
• Show how to build a gargoyle face
• Let them have a go.

Rewriting history – history, creative writing.
Using either the inspiration of the tale of the maid who started the fire in 1742.
The fire originated at The Bull Inn with a servant girl who was drying sheets before the fire place.
One of them caught fire and instead of smothering it she panicked and stuffed the sheet up the
chimney, hoping not to be found out by her mistress. This action compounded her problems. The
chimney caught fire and then the roof. There was also a high wind and the fire leapt from one
building to another, not simply on the one side of the High Street, but also crossing the street,
hitting a thatched roof on the other side and relentlessly catching other houses in its destructive
path.
Account from the Northampton Mercury of May 1st 1742
Or the poem on the gravestone.
"Here lies a body who did no good,
And if it had lived, it never would;
Where it has gone, and how it fares,
Nobody knows and nobody cares."
St. Mary's Church and the English Civil War
The session leader leads the students to the development of ideas for their story based upon the
facts.

The Maid:
Who was she?
How long had she been working for the Bull Hotel?
How old do you think she was?
Do you think she escaped the fire?
How did she put the cloth up the chimney?
Fire lit before she hid the cloth or did someone light it after her?
Was it really her fault, or did someone else blame her?

The Grave:
Who was buried there?
Were they old or young?
What were they like?
What did they do that was so terrible to get such a nasty message?
It mentions the Civil war, do you think it had something to do with that?
During the civil war the windows in St Giles were broken and the Queen Eleanor cross was
destroyed, do you think this person might have been involved?
Are you going to tell the story as a narrator over looking the whole tale, or will you see the story
through the eyes of a character, the maid? The Bull Manager? A friend, or a guest at the Bull?

All Stories need a beginning:
You need to introduce your characters, and the world they live in.
What is the problem our lead character must overcome, what makes today different than yesterday?

The Middle:
The main character must try to fix the problem, they might not get it right the first times, what other
ways could fix the problem?
The problem gets really big, does the main character solve the problem, or does the problem beat
the main character?

The End:
The main character must finish the story by being better off, or worst than they began. Most people
like happy endings, but we can’t change history, so how could our stories end well?
Once you have some idea for a story you can map them out.
Perhaps you could use a map of Stony Stratford as it was, find attached.
These story maps can be developed to create oral stories that can be shared in a Cock and Bull
storytelling circle, or used to inspire creative writing.

Example Story Map

Old maps of Stony Stratford

